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Forecast Comparisons (Fiscal Year Averages) 

Fiscal Year
Feb-08 

Forecast
Jun-08 

Forecast
Feb-to-Jun 
Difference

Percent 
Difference

2008 8,048 7,882 -166 -2.1%
2009 8,146 7,838 -309 -3.8%
2010 7,838
2011 7,838  

 
The Licensed Foster Care (or “Total Unduplicated Foster Care”) caseload is 
determined by the number of children in licensed foster care (Foster Family Homes, 
Behavior Rehabilitation Services, and Receiving Homes) during a calendar month, 
eliminating duplications.  
 
The June 2008 Foster care forecast is about three percent lower than the February 
forecast, based on lower than expected caseloads in December 2007 through February 
2008.  
 



 
 
 
HB 1377 Step Adjustment 
 
The 2007 legislature passed HB 1377 expanding the definition of “relative placement.” 
The legislation was expected to result in a shift of clients from Foster Care to Relative 
Placement. An adjustment for the expected impact of the bill was built into the June 2007 
forecast.  
 
Caseload data available for the first four months of FY 2008 following the 
implementation of HB 1377 failed to evidence the expected decrease in licensed foster 
care. Similarly, the expected complementary increase in the unlicensed foster care 
caseload has also failed to materialize. The February 2008 Foster Care forecast was 
revised upward to remove the “step adjustment” for HB 1377. Subsequently the actual 
Foster Care caseload has continued to grow consistent with the March 2007 budget 
forecast (i.e., absent any significant HB 1377 impact). 
 

Tracking the Current Forecast 

Feb-08 
Forecast Actual Variance

Percent 
Variance

Nov-07 7,957 7,938 -20 -0.2%
Dec-07 7,988 7,836 -152 -1.9%
Jan-08 8,011 7,691 -319 -4.0%
Feb-08 8,065 7,758 -307 -3.8%
Mar-08 8,183 7,825 -358 -4.4%  

 
 

Foster Care Total Fiscal Year Caseload Change 

Fiscal Year
Caseload 
Change Percent Change Caseload

2002-2003 27 0.3% Actual 7,880
2003-2004 -167 -2.1% 7,713
2004-2005 56 0.7% 7,769
2005-2006 0 0.0% 7,769
2006-2007 140 1.8% 7,909
2007-2008 -27 -0.3% Forecast 7,882
2008-2009 -45 -0.6% 7,838
2009-2010 0 0.0% 7,838
2010-2011 0 0.0% 7,838

Note: Total Unduplicated Licensed Foster Care caseload.  
 
 
Licensed Foster Care 
 
The CFC Licensed Foster Care caseload averaged 7,909 children in FY 2007 and 
consists of foster care clients in licensed foster care placements receiving state 
financial assistance. Financial assistance for licensed foster care includes a monthly 



 
 
stipend, coverage of client medical care, and a variety of additional services such as 
psychological assessment and treatment, clothing, child care and respite care. To be 
licensed, foster care placements and caregivers must meet a variety of licensing 
requirements including criminal background checks, facility standards, and training 
requirements. The Licensed Foster Care caseload financial assistance includes funds 
budgeted under the Family Foster Home, Group Care/Behavioral Rehabilitative 
Services, and Receiving Home budget categories. While some licensed foster care 
placements are in the homes of relatives, most are not. 
 
Relative Placements 
 
A second group of foster children (3,597 children in July 2006) typically reside with 
relatives in unlicensed foster homes. These placements are referred to as “Relative 
Placements (RP)” or “Kinship Care” either of which is, in fact, somewhat of a 
misnomer. In fact, the RP caseload includes, in addition to children placed with 
relatives in unlicensed foster homes, both foster care placements with individuals 
related by marriage rather than blood and with “interested and involved” adults 
unrelated by blood or marriage. On the other hand, children placed with relatives in 
licensed foster homes are included in the licensed foster care caseload rather than the 
relative placement caseload. 
 
The children on the RP caseload are subjects of “open” Children’s Administration 
supervision and receive mandatory caseworker visits at least monthly not to exceed 
forty days between visits. They may reside with the relative under a formal court 
order or through a voluntary placement agreement with the child’s legal guardian and 
CA. The foster parents are eligible to receive the same types of financial assistance as 
those on the licensed foster care caseload with the exception of the monthly stipend. 
In addition, they are eligible to receive a TANF “child only” monthly grant of about 
$320 per child per month.  
 
Following legislative directives, the department has been increasing its reliance on 
kinship care with the result that the Relative Placement Foster Care caseload monthly 
growth rate has been increasing at a faster rate than the Licensed Foster Care 
caseload. For example, while the Licensed Foster Care caseload increased an average 
of 141 cases per month from FY2006 to FY2007, the Relative Placement Foster Care 
caseload increased an average of 179 cases per month over the same period.  
 
The June and November Relative Placement projections were increased over the March 
budget forecast to adjust the caseload for the expected increase due to HB 1377. That 
expected increase has not been evident in the actual caseload as reported through October 
and the step adjustment has been removed, lowering the February RP projection.  
 
The expected impacts of legislative actions are factored into both the Licensed Foster 
Care forecast and the Relative Placement Foster Care projection. These impacts 
include: 



 
 

• ESSB5922, passed by the 2004-05 Legislature and effective January 
2007, expanded the definition of child abuse and neglect to address 
parental substance abuse. The impact of this legislation is expected to add 
129 clients by June 2008. 

 
• 2SHB2002, passed by the 2005-06 Legislature and effective July 2006, 

extended foster care support on a pilot basis for clients between age 18 
and 21 attending college. The impact of this legislation is expected to add 
50 clients by the end of FY2007, 100 in FY2008 and 150 in FY2009. 

 
 

Relative Placements Unofficial Projection 
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HB 1377 does appear to have impacted one component of the Relative Placement 
caseload, unrelated adults who have had a pre-existing relationship with a child and 
relatives by marriage. This small caseload is tracked separately and referred to as the 
“Fictive Relative” Placement (FRP) caseload. The FRP caseload average about 75 
children until the implementation of HB 1377 (July 2007). The February projection of the 
RP caseload included the assumption that the FRP caseload would continue to grow. The 
caseload has, in fact, grown slightly faster than expected. The June RP projection 
incorporates a revised FRP projection. The FRP caseload is expected to level off at about 
300 by July 2009. 



 
 
Fictive Relative Placements Unofficial Projection 
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Risks to the Forecast 
 
Risks to the Licensed Foster Care forecast are relatively low. This caseload has been 
growing at a slow and relatively stable rate over time and should continue to do so in 
the absence of changes to program eligibility.  
 
As noted above, the February foster care forecast does not include an adjustment for 
HB 1377 which was originally expected to lead to a shift in caseload from licensed to 
unlicensed foster care. The risk at this point is that such a shift may occur in the 
future. The likelihood of this occurring is viewed as low.  
 
A Children’s Administration initiative to reduce a backlog of about 1,700 cases of 
children “legally free” to be adopted but still in foster care is scheduled to begin in 
July 2008. The only remaining impediment to adoption for these children is the 
completion of required criminal justice and background checks of the adoption 
placement. The Children’s Administration has hired a private contractor to complete 
these investigations so that the adoptions can be finalized. This project is expected to 
shift children from the Foster Care/Relative Placement caseloads to the Adoption 
Support caseload. The degree and speed with which this happens will depend on the 
performance of the contractor. An adjustment for this initiative, based on early results 
from the effort, will be included in the November forecast. 


